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Possible Framework for the CHE Review Report 
 
Key guiding questions in each chapter, whether on  
 
• Institutional landscape 
• Learning and Teaching 
• Knowledge production and scholarship/research 
• Community engagement 
• Social responsiveness to development needs 
• Governance 
• Funding 
• Equity, etc. 
  
 
1. What did we begin with? – the legacy in 1994 
 
2. What did we want to achieve? – White Paper 3, National Plan, etc. 
 
3. What and how have we done in a changing context – periodize the changing periods 
 
4. Why have we done how we have done? 
 
5. What might need to be done - more of, slightly different, radically different - in the coming years? 
 
Other framework issues: 
 
CHE authoritative vs Scholarly authority  
2004 – 2014 vs 1994 – 2014 
Universities vs higher education vs post-school 
Public vs public and private higher education 
Theory-led and concerned, analysis and explanation vs empirical and description 
Snapshot vs trends 
Review vs policy impelled (in weak sense rather strong recommendations) 
Academic audience vs popular audience 
Commission papers vs a call for papers 
 
Will be conditioned by  
 
• People 
• Time  
• Money 
 
Social justice framework 
 
Cannot be reduced questions of equity and redress as this would be far too narrow framing in relation 
to higher education. The diagram that is proposed is too narrow and internally focused and excludes 
important constituencies of business, civil society, social classes and the like 
 
Has to also encompass: 
 
• Public good issues of higher education – these have implications for ‘social justice’ 
 
• Engagement with responsiveness to economic and social development needs as these have 
implications for ‘social justice’  
 
• Knowledge – what and whose knowledge is affirmed and validated; who produces knowledge in 
South Africa  
 
• Curriculum – what is there and what is missing and why  
 
Etc. 
